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By Sevan {njejikian

hat would you do if you were handed an out

line of Sherbrooke and asked to il it in?

Waould you pick a theme, such as food, and
map your culinary experiences by rating the best- or
perhaps worst - restaurants in town? Would you map
the places where you have toved and lost, skelch yoeur
childhood stomping grounds or relay your local his-
tory? Perhaps you would recrganize the city's layout,
shift physical and social borders, or progose an alter-
native use of space by adding a dash of green here and
a community garden there. And what if you were new
to the region? How would you map a place that is still
unknown to you?

_As the Assistant Curator of the Community Art
Lab, I had the opportunity to ask visitors to the Fore-
man Art Gallery to map Sherbroole as part of a multi-
city, participatory mapping project that begzn under

_ the sponsorship of AREA Chicage jn 2005. For weeks
people followed me down to the Community Art Lab,
‘the place where all the magic happens’ as my col-

league likes to gt it, and sat at our large table to in-

dividually or collectively produce a map. Students,
teachers, community members, children and adults
alike interpreted the project in a variety of ways,
made it their own, and set cut to render their version
of, and sometimes vision for, Sherbrocke.

Notes for & Peaple’s Atlas, as the project is called,
was part of the infernational exhibition: Experimen-
tal Geography which was co-presented by the Fore-
man Art Gallery and Sporobol, centse en art actuel
from Januazy 28th to March 19th, 2011, Organized by

How to map your city,
Filling in the blanks

1CI (Independent Curators ]ntemauunal) and curated
by Nato Thompson, the exhibition explored the dis-
tinctions between the field of geography and current
artistic practices, as weil as where they intérsect.

Notes for a People's Atlas promoted the creation of
subjective and non-traditicnal maps of the city by
inviting participants to fill in the blank outline of
Sherbrooke. Given the participatory nature of the
AREA Chicago project, Notes for a People’s Atlas was
taken ont of the gallery context and instead placed in
the Cornmumniry Art Eab, a space where maps could
be produced as well as displayed, Participants were
encouraged to mag where they live, work, and play
and to think of how they experience the city - their
daily routines, familiar sites, and usual haunts. Their
Mmaps qulckly covered the Art Lab's walis and became
a reponcory for a collective pool of knowledge, mem-
ories, anid histories of Shesbrooke, allowing individu-
als to share with others what otherwise might be lost.

The maps, which will also be displayed on the
Gallery's website later this spring, cover a range of
topics, from local schools to language barriers.

One magp in particular steod out for me. It was
made by a Bishop’s University student who had re-
cently arrived in Sherbrooke. Both visually and con-
ceptually compelling, it superimposed the chequered
grid of a calendar page onto the outline of the city,
temporally and geographically marldng her 30 days
here.

While she was only beginning to chronicle her
time in the region, my stay was coming fo an end.
This in part might explain my affiniry with her map;
days numbered, I've been crossing off dates and to-do
lists while reflecting on the
time 've spent here at the Fore-
man Art Gallery and how my
contract is nearfy over. As a
final note,  would like to invite
everyone to think of tHeir rime
in Sherbrooke, reach for a pen,
and map.

Sevan Injejilian holds an
MA in Art History from McGiil
University and a BA in Creative
Writing and Photography firom
Concordia University {Mon-
treal). Interested in trauma
and postcalonial theory, her
work as 2 photographer and
writer explores notions of
home, Diaspora, displacement
and memory. In September
2010, ske was hired as the As-
sistanit Curator of the Commu-
nity Art Lab of the Forentan Art
Gallery at Bishop's University.
This unique opportunity al-
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Monday to Friday. Back -

of events that are com-
munity oriented imni-
tiatives in cultural
meediation and public
scholarship, Sevan In-

jejikian plans to con-

tinue exploring
notions of home, Dias-
pora, and memory in
her work as a photog-
rapher, writer, apd
scholar.

What am
I thinking!?

By William Hogg

s we roll on towards an election campaign, I
A;vanted the apportunity NOT to speak about the

easons for the campaign, or why one party is bet-
ter than another. Rather, I want to speak about WHAT a
candidate is feeling at this very moment. Here are some
of the emotions that we'll be dealing with aver the next
40 or so days:

Stress: You know that feeling, where you've got a
ot about the size of 2 baseball in your stomach? That's
what I've been dealing with for the past-week. I hope it
doesn’t cause permanent damage, or add to my grey
hairs...

Anxiety: -Do [ have enough volunteers? De I have
enough posters? Do T have enough money (a campaign
needs money to succeed, and, frankly, there's not much
out there)? Will voters listen to me? 'Will they listen to
the leader? Will they read the platform? Does it con-
nect???? i

Expectation: The writ has dropped and the election
has started! Race around, find the best telephone pole to
put your poster on, find the best location for your office,
send out the press releases, and prepare for your debates!

All in the same, oh, 10 minutes!

Excitement: Hey, 1just convinced someone to change
their votel I met sommeone whe stands out as a commu-
nity leaderl I've spoken about a policy we're offering and
someone Tealises that, yes, it can make a differencel 1
made a witty remark in the debate, one point for mel

Pride: Yes, you fotks have seen. me in the paper often
over the past three years. An election campaign is the
culminating point of all those events - and a candidate
who has been present, active and engaged in their com-
munity will feel pride through bringing it ali together.

Anticipation: Will the weather be good on voting
day? How will the leaders do in their debates (you know,
80% of voters vote based on the leader or the platform,
and NOT mel)? Is voter turnout good? Is it good in the
right places? '

Reiief: When all is said and done, after a campaign is
aver, one car only feel a sense of relief, after putting in
thousands of kifometres on the car. shaking thousands
of hands, and speaking to thousands of people. T can go
back to spending more time with the klds enjoying
spring, and getting ready for sumemer.

That is, unless [ get elected...

Letter

DEAR EDITOR,

[ would like to fake the time to say a big thanleyou to
Mable Hastings and to you, the editor of The Record for
including some amazing articles on Potton and irs ciri-
zens, We have received countless, positive comments on
Mable’s articles, and participation to our mmmumty
events are skyrocketing.

Recently, Mable wrote an article honouring cur First-
Responders in Potten and announced our FREE CPR
courses that were delivered by the First Responders them-
selves. The very day the article was released, we received
over 25 new registrations, which were followed by dona-
tions to the Potton unit.

‘We are fortunate that Mable is always ready and eager
to write about Potton. Her articles ate written with love
for the area in which she was raised, for {15 natural
beauty and most of all its citizens.

Maary thanks to you both.

Tatse Woop
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