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Between the lines;
rary combines visual and

for local volunteers of all ages willing to
share their knowled ge with the commu-
nity.

“When we staried thinking about it,

it started with focusing on recruitdng

plder peaple, you think about grandpar-
ents and how they have a wealth of
Inowledge to share,” said Filipovie, "But
it was important for me that we have

| younger people as well because they also
have information with sharing. A 16 year .

old has pertinent information to stuare

B justasa 60 yearold does”

ile galleries are théught of as
a place of quiet reflection
tonched by .contemplative

mummers, the atmospiete at the Fore
man Gallery will be notably energized
this evening for the finial instalment of
Meighbour to Meighbour: Living Li-
praries.

Cirator Yael Filipovic of the gallery's
Community Art Lab and Literacy in fic-
tion director Katby Richan created an ex-
hibition praject that challenged the
nation that knowledge is acquired from’
books and engages visitors in gaining
Tmpwledge from' those living azound
them. -

~When we began collaborating with
Kathy at Literacy in Action I was over-
whelmed with how much knowledge
she had on lteracy and the communiry...
for us there's a viswal literacy here as
well " said Filipovie, “The idea of the Liv-
ing Libeary i in an art gallery but it goes
farther into what we can exchange.
With a gallery yoil come to get some-
thing from the artists sharing their
worl, but here we'te switching it to
what can be gifen to the community.”

Roughly three weels before the holi-
days Filipowic and Richan issued a call

The response to their call was so great |

they easily secured 33 living bools to

participate and were forced o turn
‘many other voluntsers away. '

- “There's 5o much variety about what
people want to share” said Filipovie.
“some want to share thelr personal ex-
periences and others want to share a
kil sich as how to spesk Spanish or
how to sharpen a chaingaw, which seems
to be an especially popular topic*

The exhibition uses the gallery to cre-

ate an interactive space where COMMU-
nity members can  share
experiences and knowledge on topics
such as the history of Lennoxville, abo-
riginal midwifery, twaveling by caravan
in Mexico, theatre directing and long:
boarding, through conyersations.

To the left of the gallery's entrance a
wall is adgred with the selection of liv-
ing books that can be taken out

“The yolunteers were asked to share
rwo or three lines about what they
wanted te tall aboit and the languags
they preferred spealdng in and there are
sign out cards, lile in a real library, with
eugpestive time slots for people to take
them out,” explained Filipovic.

various eoloured block seating for
books and listeners to engage in ofe-on-
ane eonversations are placed through-
out the coom.

"We didn't put a lot of rules and
guidelines in place for this because we
understand rhat seme conversations can
be short and ethers can be long " Fil-

ipovie said. "Some books are eager Io
shase and it doesn’t take much to gat
them going but sometimes it takes a it
tle encouragement to get them going.”

I the centre of the room is Fillpovic's |

favourite part of the installation, a fea-
fure that resemBles a giant open boole.

*T really like it because of the idea
that you have your living bock sharing
inside a bools,” she said.

A section has heen created near the
back welcoming visitors to share their
theughts on two questions.

“We asl why do conversations matter
to get people thinking about what it
means to them to be able to share be-
tween, each other, what we get out of it
and what it would be like to nothave it
said Elipmdc.'meoﬂlerquenljm.what
have you learned your city, allows
us to think aboiit the information
Iearned from the place we live in and

their ¥

art

The Neéghhnww Neighbour: Living Libraries exhibition at the Foreman Gallery has blended
and knowledge i a project, which hghbights the value of learming through conversations.”

what its given to ws.” [
The first instalment of the exhibition.

which waolk place last Thursday, was &

rwonderful" success according to Fil-

*The whole space was transformed
There was this din created by people
talldng but it wasn't an uncomfortable

nolse, it wes really great,” she sald, "I
was excited about the mixing of lan-

guages, people whe specified on their
card that they could only speal in one
language were open to talling In an-
other language.”

The last day to "checl out” a living
boolk is Toesday. January 18, from 6 to 8
pan. in the Foreman Art Gallery of
Bishop's University. A complete list of
topics can be found on the Art Gallery's
website at www.uhishops.cafforeman.
The art installation will be on display
unitil fanuary 20,

COSRINMA

Visltors are irvited tn "daeck out” o tiving-breathing book (o learn from their experimee and
explore the art instalizrion including an oversized volisine that they can really get tetween the
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